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Before: CANBY, NOONAN, and KLEINFELD, Circuit Judges.

Gladys Magaly Tepeu Top (“Top”), a native and citizen of Guatemala,

petitions for review of the Board of Immigration Appeals’ (“BIA”) summary

affirmance of the immigration judge’s (“IJ”) denial of her application for asylum,
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withholding of removal, and relief under the Convention Against Torture

(“CAT”). 

The IJ found that Top had provided insufficient evidence to sustain any of

her claims.  The Board of Immigration Appeals affirmed, without opinion, this

decision.  Top petitions for review, which we direct to the decision of the IJ.

Top presented evidence that in 1985, when she was twelve, her male cousin

left the Guatemalan army and was murdered by the military and that in 1986, aged

thirteen, she witnessed the murder of this man’s mother, her aunt, in Guatemala

City.  Top believes the second murder was because of her cousin’s earlier refusal

to return to the army.  Four months later, her own family received a letter left on

the sidewalk in front of their home, warning her to leave the country or be killed;

the letter was left by army personnel.  Five months later, six armed men came to

Top’s home at two o’clock in the morning and told Top “to disappear.”  She left

Guatemala City for San Jose Finole.  Three years later soldiers looked for her

there.  At some point that Top did not identify, her cousin Isabelita was killed and

a note left on her body addressed her by Top’s name, as though the killers thought

they were killing Top.

Top’s recollection of these events of her teenage years did not indicate that

she held any political opinion or that the military attributed to her any political
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opinion.  She failed to establish past persecution on account of political opinion or

the fear of future persecution on such account. See Sangha v. INS, 103 F.3d 1482,

1487 (9th Cir. 1997). 

Accordingly, Top’s petition for review is DISMISSED.


